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ABSTRACT    
This paper begins with a review of policy 
issues on status of women’s fundamental 
human rights and the effects on their 
optimal participation in fisheries 
development.  The focus of the paper is on 
the importance of the women fisheries 
activities in the fisheries industry.  Issues 
pertaining to gender inequality in the rural 
communities affecting women in the 
fisheries sector, and solutions to overcome 
some of these issues are discussed.  The 
degree of participation of women in the 
fisheries sector is an overall reflection of 
the cultures, the laws of the country and 
the priority given by the state to ensure 
gender equity. Generally, women in 
Nigeria, especially those from depressed 
fisheries households, participate actively 
in many fisheries activities, including 
aquaculture. However, the lower status 
accorded to women in many of the 
communities in Nigeria means that their 
contribution to fisheries is undervalued 
and unrecognized.   Issues that need to be 
addressed with regards to participation of 
women in fisheries which include 
sensitivity to gender issues in fishery, 
improve living conditions, promote 
programs relating to women, 
reconsidering  the practice of relating 
fishing rights to their right to speak and 
others are discussed in the paper 
 The paper also looks at the possibilities of 
articulating measures in sensitizing the 
womenfolks through education, especially 
in knowing their fundamental human 
rights as specified by the UN’s articles, 
especially ability to access micro-credit in 
fisheries activities, the nature of loans and 
alternative strategies to tackle the problem 
of small-scale credit to women in fisheries 
development in the nation.   
  
INTRODUCTION 
The policy issue of discrimination against 
women in all forms have continued to be 
addressed by various committees set up 
from time to time at the global level.  The 
Committee on elimination of 
Discrimination against women in1998, 
under article 21 of the Convention on the 
elimination of all forms of discrimination 
against women invited the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation (FAO), to 
submit to the committee a report on 
information on the implementation of 
article 14 and related articles.  In that 
article Agriculture was rated as an 
important sector of the Nigerian economy, 
and although it produces only 35% of the 
gross domestic product, it employs two 
thirds of the labour force.  The backbone 
of the agricultural sector is constituted by 
smallholders, of which constitute the 
majority.  According to that report, the 
government intended to invest heavily in 
agriculture in order to produce more food 
and increase the income of farmers. 
Further, the Government will help the 
small-scale farmers to have access to 
farming equipment through the provisions 
of animal traction, hand tools and small-
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scale irrigation equipment.  In addition, the 
commodity exchange market project 
which took place in 1997 was to enable 
farmers to obtain better prices for their 
farm produce. 
 The FAO report (1998), also 
acknowledged that women play a vital role 
in the agriculture, especially in production, 
preparation, preservation and distribution 
of food supplies.  Indeed, women comprise 
between 60 and 80 per cent of the 
agricultural labour force, depending on the 
region, and produce two thirds of the 
country’s food crops. However, past 
development plans and extension services 
have focused on men and their farm 
production needs. Mechanisms to promote 
the advancement of women are inequitably 
implemented.  Female farmers are 
invisible in the formulation and 
implementation of agricultural policies and 
projects. Up until the mid-1980s the 
agricultural development programmes had 
contained only a home economics division 
responsible for home-related women’s 
activities. 
 The Nigeria Women in Agriculture 
(WIA) project was introduced to address 
this shortcoming in policy making and in 
the extension system. Through a 
participatory approach, the project has 
succeeded in giving women an unlimited 
voice in the national policy reform process 
and in integrating women into the 
mainstream of agricultural extension and 
development initiatives in their localities.  
The formation of women-in-agriculture 
farmers’ group facilitated the 
dissemination of agricultural innovations 
and provided women farmers with better 
access to farm inputs and credit than they 
would have as individuals. However, 
women have not been able to contribute 
and reap optimally from general 
agriculture and fisheries in particular. 
 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Nigerian women in fisheries have over the 
years operated under the umbrella of the 
husband or male members in the family.  
They are supposed to be seen and not 
heard.  They are to man the kitchen and 
attend to husbands’ and children’s needs.  
Women engage in petty trading, even 
those who venture into commercial 
fishing, fish farming, fish processing and 
marketing have limited facilities.  They 
have no access to land, micro-credit and 
they do not belong to credible cooperative 
societies. These problems have continued 
to play negative impacts on the 
fundamental human rights of women. This 
paper therefore is aimed at: 
(i) Identifying some of the policy 
issues (socio-cultural and economic) that 
affect women’ adequate participation in 
development of the fisheries sub-sector 
(ii) Identifying policies that guarantee 
women’ rights to access to factors of 
production in the agricultural sub-sector 
(iii) Identifying guidelines for obtaining 
micro-credit facilities for women 
(iv) Identifying challenges of women 
accessing loans 
(v) Making policy recommendations 
for improving women’s socio-economic 
livelihoods and improved standard of 
living while contributing to development 
of the Fisheries Industry. 
Methodology 
In order to provide answers to the above 
problems on the policy issues affecting 
women’s contributions to the fisheries 
industry, two basic research methods were 
used.  The survey method, was used with 
women in Orimedu community in Ibeju-
Lekki L.G.A of Lagos state to identify 
challenges facing women in obtaining 
micro-credit facilities..  Historical records 
of the UN’s Articles and pronouncements 
on fundamental human rights of women 
and elimination of discrimination against 
women (UN Article 14:1999) was 
extensively referred to as a tool to be used 
when approaching any financial institution 
for micro-credit for women enterprises, 
especially in fisheries. 
Sampling 
The purposive sampling method was used 
using with the women in Orimedu 
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community where some research 
technologies have been transferred by the 
Nigerian Institute for Oceanography and 
Marine Research.  A total of 128 women 
were used. Data was analysed using simple 
percentage. Pie charts were also used in 
some of the analysis to pictorially depict 
the most prevailing problems among 
women in the community. 
 
Results 
Social Cultural issues affecting women in 
the community 
Socio-cultural issues highlighted in the 
study include (i) land tenure system (ii) 
compliance with societal norms (iii) age of 
the women (iv) literacy (v) access to 
extension agents for information on 
fisheries (vi) cosmopolitanism (vii) power 
structure. 
A bipolar answer of ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the 
questions on whether the above socio-
cultural issues are problems in carrying out 
their fishing, fish farming or processing 
activities was structured for easy analysis. 
The table 1 below shows their responses.
 
 
Table 1.  Women’s responses to whether the listed socio-cultural variables in their community affect their 
fisheries activities in Orimedu. 
 
S/N Socio-cultural issues YES NO TOTAL (YES) 
1 Compliance to societal norms 121 (94.53)   7 (5.47) 94.53% 
2 Land tenure system (ownership of 
land among women) 
92 (71.88) 36 (28.12) 71.88% 
3 Age of the woman 20 (15.62) 108 (84.38) 15.62% 
4 Importance of literacy 112 (87.5) 16 (12.5) 87.5% 
5 Access to information 111 (86.72) 17 (13.28) 86.72% 
6 Cosmopolitanism (exposure to 
other culture) 
97 (75.78) 31 (24.28) 75.78% 
7 Power structure (leadership 
tussle)  
106 (82.81) 22 (17.19) 82.81% 
*figures in bracket are in (%) 
Table 1 shows that majority (above 70%) 
of the women indicated that all the listed 
socio-cultural variables are issues to be 
addressed if women are to contribute their 
maximum quota to fisheries enterprises in 
their community. Age was the only 
variable that has no major effect on 
playing their role in the industry.  This 
result is graphically shown below to show 
the gravity with which these variables 
affect the women. 
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Fig 1. Graphic display of socio-cultural effect on women  in fisheries development in Orimedu. 
 
 
 
The women interviewed indicated that 
‘Compliance with societal norms’ 
(94.53%), ‘land tenure’ (71.88%), 
‘literacy’ (87.5%), ‘access to information’ 
(86.72%), ‘cosmopolitarianism’ (75.78%) 
and ‘power structure’ (82.81%), were 
important cultural variables that need great 
government’s interventions to ensure that 
women are not constrained in their 
business ventures.  Each of these variables 
has grave cultural implications.  For 
example, ‘Compliance with societal 
norms’ implies that values of the 
community must be complied with.   A 
woman who wants to engage in a 
particular new fisheries technology must 
ensure that she is not violating the belief of 
the social organisation.  In capture 
fisheries, there are some taboos like a 
woman not sitting on a boat that is about to 
go fishing in some communities.  In this 
instance how can a woman then be free to 
enter a boat to go fishing on her own?  The 
fundamental human right of the woman 
here is being infringed upon.  Selected list 
of value reorientation in this instance 
include ‘Familism’ which involves 
subordination of individual 
accomplishments and goals to those of 
family and unwillingness to engage in 
activities with persons outside one’s 
family.  ‘Fatalism’ is another hindrance to 
women’s achievements.  This implies 
resignation to one’s fate, passivity, feeling 
that one lacks the ability to influence the 
future and that the outside world is 
unpredictable and cannot be understood.  
Foster (1973), Kahl (1968), Rogers (1969) 
and Sanders (1977), all at one time or the 
other have seen the above characteristics 
and suggested a value reorientation 
amongst rural people.  They added ‘low 
empathy’ as the inability of ruralfolks 
seeing themselves as playing different 
roles for better-off positions. They are 
averred to taking risk and looking forward 
to immediate gratification rather than 
saving or investing for the future.  They 
totally submit to nature.  This social 
scientist feels the time has come to 
mobilise rural womenfolks to rise up and 
take their future in their hands and move 
fisheries forward by engaging and looking 
out for possibilities which abound.  
 ‘Land tenure’ is another variable the 
women (71.88%) saw as constraint which 
affects their productivity. Available 
evidence has revealed that agrarian and 
land tenure policies and other legal 
restrictions have limited poor resource 
women farmers from large-scale 
participation in fisheries. In Orimedu 
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community, land is culturally assigned to 
family heads who normally is a man, 
making it difficult for the woman to have 
direct access to land for fish farming or 
processing without seeking approval from 
the man in the family.   The International 
Labour Organisation (ILO:1990) has 
argued that difficulty to access labour and 
land have constituted major constraint to 
economic participation of ruralfolks to the 
economic growth. 
‘Literacy’ was also identified as a very 
important variable the women (87.5%) 
saw as very important for their ability to 
read, write and speak out.  The level of 
literacy is very low and this impedes their 
ability to express themselves especially as 
they are not knowledgeable on their rights 
and privileges. Development agents tend 
to provide assistance especially to their 
innovative, wealthy, educated and 
information-seeking clients.   They are 
easier to convince and adopt new 
technologies in fisheries. 
‘Access to information’ identified by 
(86.72%) of the women in Orimedu as a 
variable affecting their optimal 
contribution to the fisheries sector has 
been looked at from various angles.  In the 
community, development agents cannot 
provide services directly to the women 
except through their husbands and other 
family members. A major goal of 
development agents is to assess farmers’ 
needs, with respect to the types of 
technologies that will fit into their farming 
scheme; but if the information has to go 
through the man, there is the possibility of 
distortion of the information.  Women 
have the right to speak for themselves and 
it is the duty of this paper to articulate 
methods of women having direct access to 
information. 
‘Cosmopolitanism’ has been used by 
several authors to imply the ability to 
venture into and try new ideas.  It is 
related to the exposure of the individual to 
other cultures.  It is believed that people 
who have travelled from their own 
communities are more likely to be 
innovative.  Most of the women in 
Orimedu have not gone beyond Lagos 
state except the immigrants from Ghana 
and other South-West Nigerian residents.  
Rogers and Svenning (1969), found out 
that earlier adopters of technologies are 
more cosmopolitan.  That is why most 
development agencies tries to organise 
training outside the locality and get 
trainees overseas to expose them to other 
cultures. 
‘Power structure’ in the Orimedu 
community is well-defined.  The ‘Kabiesi’ 
who is the paramount ruler has authority 
over all the social organisations in the 
community.  There are various 
Cooperative Societies; some are registered 
while some are just working towards 
formalising their operations.  For the 
women fisher folks, there is a recognised 
leader whom the ‘Kabiesi’ designate to 
handle all fisheries matters coming to the 
community.  A total of (82.81%) of the 
women recognised that the .power 
structure’ in the community is a major 
positive influence on their fisheries 
activities.  For example, for any micro-
credit intervention to be implemented in 
the community, the head of the women 
must stand as a guarantor.  All 
communities have individuals whose 
opinions are taken more seriously than 
others.  According to Niehoff (1969), 
knowing how power, influence and 
leadership are exerted in a community is 
part of understanding local culture.  This is 
very important for development agencies.  
 
Socio-economic issues affecting women 
in the community 
 
Socio-economic issues highlighted in the 
study include (i) Cash-money (ii) Risk (iii) 
Basic infrastructure (iv) Marketing outlets 
(v) Pricing of fisheries products  
For this variable, the women were ask to 
choose only one from the list which of the 
socio-economic variable they think is the 
most important in  carrying out their 
fishing, fish farming or processing 
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activities.  This method was chosen 
because of ease of analysis and the level of 
literacy among the women. 
The table 1 below shows their responses.
 
 
Table 2.  Women’s responses to whether the listed socio-economic variables affect their fisheries activities 
in Orimedu. 
 
S/N Socio-economic issues f % 
1 Cash-money 34 26.56 
2 Risk 15 11.72 
3 Infrastructures 18 14.06 
4 markets 22 17.19 
5 pricing 17 13.28 
6 profit 22 17.19 
 Total 128 100 
 
Table 2 shows that all the socio-economic 
variables were almost equally rated high. 
Having given the women only one option 
to select from, the data shows that none of 
the variables had less than 15 women 
indicating their importance.  A pie-chart is 
shown below to visualize the equal 
importance of the socio-economic 
variables.
 
 
 
Fig 2. Pie-chart display of socio-economic variables’ contributions to fisheries development  among 
women  in Orimedu. 
 
 
 
 
From the piechart above, ‘availability of 
cash’ was rated by (26.56%) as the highest 
most important economic variable 
affecting the women’s activities in 
fisheries.  The issue of cash was 
extensively discussed during interviews.  
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Some of the women need money to 
purchase engines for their boats which 
they normally rent out the fishermen for 
offshore fishing. In this method, proceeds 
from every trip are shared at an agreed 
percentage.  At times they give loans to the 
men.  Some of the women need money to 
buy fish for smoking or processing into 
other forms. New technologies are 
introduced in fish handling and processing 
but the women lack the resources to adopt 
them.  Van de Ban (1994), stated that the 
fact that a small farmer does not use new 
fertilizer might not be his traditional 
attitude towards this innovation (individual 
blame), but the fact that he has to borrow 
at a high rate and profit is reduced or lost 
entirely. 
‘Marketing outlet’ and ‘profit’ were rated 
equally by the women (17.19%), as the 
second most important variables affecting 
their business.  For marketing outlet, the 
women indicated they face problems in 
marketing their fish at profitable price due 
to  little or no access to formal marketing 
channels.  Fish distribution chains caused 
by fishmongers deprive the women from 
reaping from their labours. The cartel in 
the distribution chain have made it 
difficult for the women to sell direct to 
consumers.   
‘Profit’ , to the rural woman is what she 
gets after removing expenditures; but most 
times they don’t keep record, so it is 
difficult to actually calculate their profit 
margins in fisheries business.  Klen 
(1992), argued that rural development 
must articulate a strategy that will alleviate 
rural poverty and  promote rural income.    
‘Availability of basic infrastructures’ like 
good transportation, freezers, electricity, 
new technologies and input of various 
forms was rated by the women as the 
fourth most required variable in their 
operations.  In Orimedu, (14.06%) of the 
women indicated that these facilities are 
lacking and hampering their fisheries 
activities. 
‘Pricing’ of fish in the community is 
mainly by haggling.  They normally use 
basins to indicate how much a buyer 
should pay.  Most times pricing is not 
stable even at the same sales points.  
Ability to haggle influences what a 
quantity of fish is sold for.  No policy 
controls the pricing of fish in Orimedu. 
‘Risk’ in fisheries business in Orimedu 
was rated as the least challenge facing 
women in the community.  Only (11.72%) 
of the women saw this variable as a major 
challenge.  Risk in fishing business in the 
community comes in various forms.  
Fishermen might come back with little 
catches and payments to the women are 
reduced.  Engines might develop some 
problems and nets can be entangled and 
time and fuel are wasted while trying to 
solve the problem. However, the women 
did not see this as a common problem.   
 
Having looked at the socio-cultural and 
socio-economic issues facing women in 
Orimedu fishing community, the study 
also looked at policies that guarantee 
women’ rights to access to factors of 
production in the agricultural sub-sector 
which will assist in addressing the issues 
affecting women’s optimal contribution to 
the fisheries sub-sector in Nigeria, 
especially Orimedu. 
 
 
2.1. Identifying Policies that Guarantee 
Women’ Rights to Access to Factors of 
 Production in the Agricultural 
Sub-Sector 
For the benefit of this study, documents 
and articles on women’ rights were 
searched to buttress points that will be 
articulated for women’s empowerment in 
the fisheries.  The following were the 
results: 
2.1.1.  The Nigerian Constitution and 
the women’ rights to facilities of 
production: 
 Under article 4, it was clearly 
stated that no citizen, shall by virtue of sex 
be deprived of loans for production and 
improved standard of living.  The 
constitution recognises that women have 
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equal right to loans for production just as 
the men.  Equality of both men and women 
are in all its ramifications.  But what we 
have in Nigeria is fragmented 
implementation of the fundamental human 
rights regulations.   
2.1.2.  Agricultural Credit Guarantee 
Scheme Fund (ACGSF) 
 The ACGSF was established by 
Decree No. 20 of 1977, and started 
operations in April, 1978. Its original share 
capital and paid-up capital were N100 
million and N85.6 million, respectively. 
The Federal Government holds 60% and 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, 40% of the 
shares. The capital base of the Scheme was 
increased to N3 billion in March, 2001. 
The Fund guarantees credit facilities 
extended to farmers by banks up to 75% of 
the amount in default net of any security 
realized. The Fund is managed by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, which handles 
the day-to-day operations of the Scheme. 
The guidelines stipulate the eligible 
enterprises for which guarantees could be 
issued under the Scheme. Between 1978 
and 1989 when the government stipulated 
lending quotas for banks under the 
Scheme, there was consistent increase in 
the lending portfolios of banks to 
agriculture, but after the deregulation of 
the financial system, banks started shying 
away by reducing their loans to the sector 
due to the perceived risk. In order to 
reverse the declining trend several 
innovations products were introduced 
under the Scheme such as: 
(i) application for credit facilities  
(ii) application for guarantee 
(iii) application for enhancement 
(iv) application for extension  
(v) notice of default  
(vi) guarantee claims; and; 
(vii) annual returns. 
All these provisions were to give 
opportunities for various categories of 
credit applications for different groups of 
people.   Another scheme put up for 
farmers is the Agricultural special support 
scheme. 
2.1.3.  Agricultural Credit Support 
Scheme (ACSS) 
 The ACSS is an initiative of the 
Federal Government and the Central Bank 
of Nigeria with the active support and 
participation of the Bankers’ Committee. 
The Scheme has a prescribed fund of 
N50.0billion. ACSS was introduced to 
enable farmers exploit the untapped 
potentials of Nigeria’s agricultural sector, 
reduce inflation, lower the cost of 
agricultural production (i. e. food items), 
generate surplus for export, increase 
Nigeria’s foreign earnings as well as 
diversify its revenue base. At national 
level, the scheme operates through a 
Central Implementation Committee (CIC) 
while at the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) and State levels, the Scheme 
operates through State Implementation 
Committees (SICs) instituted to ensure that 
the objectives of the scheme is realized 
without hindrance.  
 To access loans under ACSS, 
applicants (practicing farmers and agro-
allied entrepreneurs with means) are 
encouraged to approach their banks for 
loan through the respective state chapters 
of farmers associations and State 
Implementation Committees. However, 
large scale farmers are allowed under the 
scheme to apply directly to the banks in 
accordance with the guidelines. The ACSS 
funds are disbursed to farmers and agro-
allied entrepreneurs at a single-digit 
interest rate of 8.0 percent. At the 
commencement of the project support, 
banks will grant loans to qualified 
applicants at 14.0 per cent interest rate. 
Applicants who pay back their facilities on 
schedule are to enjoy a rebate of 6.0 per 
cent, thus reducing the effective rate of 
interest to be paid by farmers to 8.0 per 
cent.   However at the implementation 
stage, banks charge as high as 20 per cent; 
in addition to other administrative charges 
and insurance commissions.  In the long 
run, banks’ interest rates rise up to at least 
25-28 per cent.   In some cases draw-backs 
are paid after about two years.  This 
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practice makes loans unattractive and less 
profiting to prospective farmers and 
practicing ones. 
 
2.1.4.   Central Bank policy guidelines 
for accessing loans for women 
 Credit is a major input in 
agricultural production. This is especially 
so because of the advent of new 
technologies introduced into the 
agricultural sector. In fact available 
records show that farmers have not been 
able to take the full advantages of the new 
improved technologies introduced into 
agriculture because they lack access to 
credit at the right volume and at the 
right time. The central bank’s setting up 
agricultural agencies is to enable it to put 
in place an effectively supervised 
Agricultural Credit Scheme for the farmers 
and those engaged in the agricultural 
industry through the provision of Credit 
both in cash and in kind for production, 
processing, packaging, storage and 
marketing of agricultural produce. 
 
Functions of the Agency include: 
i. to grant or guarantee agricultural 
loans to farmers including bodies 
corporate or incorporate 
ii. to provide adequate and 
appropriate guidance and 
supervision for the agricultural 
activities of the farmers. 
iii. to make arrangements and enter 
into agreements with financial 
institutions for provision of the 
funds required for agricultural 
loans to farmers. 
iv. to recover the loans from the 
farmers and subsequently repay to 
the creditor financial institutions. 
The above documents are available for 
women to refer to and with a well 
articulated feasibility report by an NGO or 
Extension workers in the community the 
banks will be well-disposed to granting 
micro-credit to women in Fisheries. 
 
3.1. Identifying Guidelines for obtaining 
Micro-Credit Facilities for Women in 
Fisheries 
3.1.1.   The central bank in collaboration 
with NGOs, provide financial services to 
the economically active population. The 
women must belong to an active 
cooperative society whose registration is 
current.  The formal financial system 
provides services to about 35% of the 
economically active population while the 
remaining 65% are excluded from access 
to financial services. The 65% are often 
served by the informal financial sector, 
through Non Governmental Organisations 
(NGO).  The Microfinance institutions, 
money lenders, friends, relatives and credit 
unions are avenues for women’s financing. 
The regulation of the activities of some of 
these institutions will help to promote 
monetary stability and a sound financial 
system.   
 
4.1. Identifying Challenges of Women 
Accessing Loans 
4.1.1. It has earlier been said that most 
women in fisheries do not keep records of 
their daily activities so it is write a good 
feasibility report for the banks.  Women 
are not trained in marketing, accounting 
and management skills.  There are no 
access to land rights just as men. Generally 
women have access to fragmented land for 
their production activities; while men 
comprise 87% of landholders.  Planners 
and policy makers rely almost exclusively 
on official marketing statistics, which 
women smallholders do not have. They 
lack access to credit.  The most 
problematic aspects of women’s access to 
loan is lack of membership to rural 
organisations. Rural women have limited 
income; lack of collateral, higher levels of 
illiteracy and lack of information constrain 
their access to almost all forms of credit.  
However, with the assistance of NGOs and 
Extension workers these issues can be 
addressed. 
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5.1. Making Policy Recommendations 
for Improving Women’s Socio-
Economic /Cultural             Issues  for 
improved production and Livelihoods in 
the Fisheries Sub-sector. 
5.1.1.  This aspect of the study is aimed at 
articulating policy issues that need to be 
addressed at both states and national levels 
for the improvement of women in 
Fisheries in Orimedu and the nation at 
large.  The following recommendations are 
hereby submitted: 
 A census of all women in Orimedu 
must as a matter of urgency be 
carried out.  The census must 
include all the biodata highlighting 
their major occupations especially 
those involve in fisheries. 
 Registration of a viable 
Cooperative of women in Fisheries 
must be urgently done. 
 Banks must be given directives to 
urgently attend to women seeking 
micro-credit facilities; especially 
those who are registered and have 
appropriate feasibility report by 
recognised NGOs or Extension 
agents and relevant Research 
Institutes   Any delay will be met 
with some sanctions. 
 Women in a household must have 
equal rights to access of land and 
landed properties of the family; 
especially if they are to be used as 
collateral. 
 Extension workers should be 
retrained to strengthen their skills 
to work with women  farmers; 
 Markets should be built in every 
community especially at Orimedu 
where there is no marketing 
outlets.  
 
CONCLUSION 
Information on the specific social and 
economic characteristics of rural women in 
their various situations is needed in order 
to develop strategic goals and objectives 
and to design projects to 
benefit rural women.  Research should be 
carried out on indigenous women in the 
management of natural resources and 
accountability or record keeping in their 
businesses. Gender sensitization and 
training should be carried out among 
decision makers and policy makers in 
economics, agriculture and the social 
fields; women’s access to land, credit and 
marketing outputs should be improved by 
facilitating women’s participation in user 
groups and through the promotion of 
revolving funds and women’s credit 
groups.   There is also a need to establish a 
mechanism to implement prevailing 
legislation in regard to land rights 
and to ensure equal access to land titles for 
both women.  The media should be used 
extensively to propagate issues concerning 
women in fisheries.   The more this is 
done, the more both socio-cultural and 
socio-economic variables hindering 
women’ fisheries activities  will be 
reduced and gradually eradicated. 
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